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BANNED DRINKERS REGISTER — GOLDFIELDS 
Grievance 

MS A.E. KENT (Kalgoorlie) [9.29 am]: I rise this morning to direct a grievance to the Minister for Racing 
and Gaming, Hon Tony Buti. The goldfields is not on its own in this regard, but it is no secret that the alleviation 
of alcohol-related harm is a tough and complex issue that faces many in Western Australia. I and, before me, 
Hon Kyle McGinn from the other place have long recognised the importance of solving this issue and realising 
that it can be done only by working alongside the department and the director of Liquor Licensing. Sadly, the 
goldfields faces some unique challenges. As the minister is well affair, alcohol-related harm refers to the abuse of 
alcohol that has a significant impact on the rate of domestic violence, child abuse, crime and antisocial behaviour, 
which in some areas is prolific. I recognise the concerted effort by the authorities, police, government and local 
communities in my electorate in Kalgoorlie, the goldfields and other remote areas of the state to tackle the social 
issues that the misuse of alcohol causes. Unfortunately, the alleviation of alcohol-related crime is a multifaceted 
problem. No one policy can solve this, but coordination is vital in tackling these issues. 
I have seen what foresight can show from the rollout of the banned drinkers register in the Pilbara and Kimberley. 
Implementing a similar BDR in the goldfields will assist to lessen the impact of alcohol-related issues without 
negatively impacting on responsible drinking in the goldfields. I am proud to say that the McGowan state government 
has allocated $2.5 million to a banned drinkers register trial in my electorate, and I congratulate the previous Minister 
for Racing and Gaming, Reece Whitby, for introducing a soft launch of the trial in the northern goldfields in 
December 2021. This trial is significant because it is a voluntary program whereby participating liquor premises are 
able to identify patrons who are registered on the BDR; and, if so, those patrons will then be banned from purchasing 
takeaway alcohol. The banned drinkers register is an effective way of targeting alcohol abusers, rather than a blanket 
ban across a whole demographic. 
I noticed that comments by the Australian Hotels Association of WA chief executive, Bradley Woods, were 
reported in an article in the Kalgoorlie Miner of 11 February 2022. It states — 

… the association had been advocating for the banned drinkers register for more than 12 years. 
Mr Woods said he believed the technology allowed authorities to intervene with problematic drinkers, 
“particularly those that are recidivist drinkers who committed offences of violence or domestic assault”. 
“This is a far better system than just introducing blanket bans on everyone in the community on restricting 
alcohol supply, because it targets individuals who’ve got ongoing continual problems with their alcohol,” 
Mr Woods said. 

As we know, minister, the effects of alcohol use are often felt by the most vulnerable in our community, such as 
children and families subject to domestic violence. This tool can only assist in reducing alcohol-related harm to 
individuals, families and the wider community. I am particularly pleased to see that people identified as banned 
drinkers are encouraged to access community services that provide support programs and initiatives. For the 
benefit of this house, can the minister outline the progress of the banned drinkers register trial in the goldfields as 
a whole and how the future of the trial may be strengthened following an independent evaluation of the Pilbara trial? 
I thank the minister for taking this grievance. 
DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.34 am]: I thank the member for Kalgoorlie. She 
is a great local member and a great advocate for her community. It is always a pleasure to meet her in Kalgoorlie and 
for us to talk about various issues that affect her constituents. I thank her for all the work that she does in Kalgoorlie. 
Just before I answer her grievance, as the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests, I would like to wish 
everyone a happy St Patrick’s Day. It is 17 March, so happy St Patrick’s Day to everyone, particularly our Irish friends! 
I thank the member for Kalgoorlie and also Hon Kyle McGinn and Hon Shelley Payne, who are members of the 
Mining and Pastoral Region in the other place, for their advocacy for the goldfields banned drinkers register. 
I would also like to thank key industry bodies such as the Liquor Stores Association of Western Australia and the 
Australian Hotels Association, as well as agencies and organisations working in the goldfields community. The BDR 
was developed in collaboration with these groups and is another mechanism to manage the negative impact of alcohol 
consumption in our community and, in this situation, across the goldfields community. 
The idea of the BDR goes back many years. As the member mentioned, it is one of the instruments that we are 
seeking to utilise to attack the harm that is caused by excessive alcohol consumption by certain members of our 
communities. We know that parts of regional Western Australia, including the member’s region, face high levels 
of alcohol-related harm. We also know that these regional economies have burgeoning businesses and economies 
that lean heavily on hospitality and tourism for growth. Therefore, of course, the ability to enjoy a drink is very 
important for regional communities that rely on hospitality and tourism. The majority of drinkers drink responsibly. 
A lot of visitors to the regions enjoy a drink and drink in a responsible manner. However, as we know, the sad 
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reality is that certain individuals pose a risk to themselves and their communities as a result of excessive alcohol 
consumption. In developing this policy, it makes sense to develop mechanisms that target the problem drinkers, 
rather than introducing a more drastic blanket ban or prohibition, which, of course, would unfairly target people 
who do not have an issue with drinking and would also have major devastating effects on the local hospitality and 
tourism industries in the regions. That is the whole purpose of the BDR. The purpose is to target the people who 
are causing harm to themselves, their families and their communities by their alcohol consumption. 
It is important for the member and the house to realise that we now have a BDR in place in the Pilbara, the Kimberley 
and the goldfields region, but it should be understood that these are trials. They are a very important step, but they 
are only trials at this stage. In the lead-up to the launch in the goldfields, the department has been working, as has 
the member, with local liquor outlets, the police, health organisations and the local government authority on rolling 
out the IT scanning infrastructure. I would like to acknowledge the great work done by my predecessors in the 
portfolio of racing and gaming, Minister Paul Papalia and Minister Reece Whitby, for their role in getting, respectively, 
the Pilbara and Kimberley trials and the goldfields trial up and running. From this foundation of work done by the 
previous ministers, which I am continuing in my role in the portfolio, and by the department, we now have a better 
system to target problem drinkers. 
Now that the trial is in place, the next phase of the program will be to receive and review feedback from an 
independent evaluation of the trial and to look at various ways to improve the banned drinkers register. This evaluation 
will include considering additional pathways through which to place problem drinkers on the BDR; that is, how 
can we register more problem drinkers on the BDR? We will be seeking to look at possible opportunities for that. 
I have always said that the banned drinkers register will be an evolving program and I am pleased to hear that local 
stakeholders are keen to work with us to optimise the BDR. 
From a trial perspective, the launch in the goldfields is off to a very promising start. As the member knows, on 
16 December 2021 there was a soft launch by Minister Whitby, who rolled out the program for seven venues in the 
northern goldfields region. Last Wednesday, I joined the member in Kalgoorlie for the official launch of the wider 
goldfields BDR trial at O’Connor Cellars in Kalgoorlie. A total of 34 licensed premises in the goldfields region 
have now been equipped with scanners to enable them to be part of the BDR trial. 
As part of the launch that we undertook last Wednesday, as the member would know because she joined me, we 
had meetings with local government, police, service providers and takeaway liquor merchants to explain the details 
of the trial and to listen to their feedback and issues. I have to say, as the member well knows from those meetings, 
that the takeaway liquor outlets overall have been very complimentary of the soft launch in Kalgoorlie and now 
the implementation of the trial across the regions and very happy with how it is progressing. 

Before I conclude, I must stress that this is a trial period. It is of some concern and disappointment that certain 
members of the opposition have referred to the trial as an exercise in futility and window-dressing, but other members, 
like the member for North West Central, are begging for it to be implemented in the Gascoyne region as well. 
One member of the opposition is saying the trial is ridiculous, and another member is begging for it to be implemented 
in another region. We just do not know where opposition members stand. 

Member, thank you for bringing this grievance to the house. 
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